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REVELATION | WEEK 2
SEEING GOD ACCURATELY
How Distorted God-Images Quietly Govern Fear, Striving, and Limitation
“Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father.”
— John 14:9

WEEK 2 CORE THESIS
You do not live from what you say you believe about God.
You live from the God you perceive.
Most believers’ greatest limitations are not caused by sin, laziness, or rebellion—but by inaccurate God-images operating beneath conscious understanding of the nature of God.
Until God is seen accurately, every other stage of translation is compromised. (See Matthew 25:14-25 – The Parable of the Talents)

🌳 1. THE UNSEEN GOVERNOR OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR
Every human being carries an internal image of God.
This image functions as:
· A moral regulator
· A motivational engine
· A ceiling-setter on possibility
· A filter for interpreting events
It answers, often subconsciously:
· Is God safe?
· Is God pleased?
· Is God predictable?
· Is God generous with people like me?
Key Insight
Your theology may conform to established doctrine, but your God-image may be distorted.
And it is the God-image—not the theology—that governs daily life.

🌳 2. WHY DISTORTED GOD-IMAGES ARE SO POWERFUL
Distorted God-images are rarely deliberate.
They are formed through:
· Early authority experiences
· Emotional pain and disappointment
· Selective Scripture interpretation
· Cultural or institutional Christianity
· Unprocessed suffering
As a result, many believers relate to God reactively, not relationally.
“They knew God, but did not honour Him as God…” (Romans 1:21)
This is not ignorance of God’s existence—it is misrecognition of His nature.
🌳 3. COMMON DISTORTED GOD-IMAGES (BIBLICALLY IDENTIFIABLE)
1. God as Taskmaster
· Approval must be earned
· Rest feels irresponsible
· Obedience is pressure-driven
“You have not received the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear…” (Romans 8:15)

2. God as Withholder
· Blessing is for others, not me
· God is generous in theory, selective in practice
· Expectation feels risky
“He who did not spare His own Son… how will He not also graciously give us all things?” (Romans 8:32)

3. God as Unpredictable
· Clarity feels unsafe
· Waiting becomes anxiety
· Obedience is tentative
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8)

4. God as Distant
· Relationship feels abstract
· Prayer becomes ritual
· Guidance feels inaccessible
“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14)

🌳 4. JESUS: THE DEFINITIVE CORRECTION OF FALSE GOD-IMAGES
Scripture is unambiguous:
“No one has ever seen God; the only Son… has made Him known.”
— John 1:18
Jesus is not one revelation of God.
He is the interpretive key to all revelation.
This is revolutionary:
If your image of God does not align with the way Jesus:
· treats sinners
· handles failure
· responds to weakness
· confronts hypocrisy
· exercises authority
Then your image of God is wrong.

🌳 5. HOW JESUS REVEALS GOD DIFFERENTLY THAN EXPECTED
Jesus consistently disrupts religious expectations:
· He corrects theology with compassion
· He exposes sin without crushing people
· He values alignment over appearance
· He prioritises restoration over punishment
“Learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart.” (Matthew 11:29)
This gentleness is not softness—it is precision.

🌳 6. THE CRITICAL SHIFT: FROM PROJECTION TO PERCEPTION
Projection:
· Interpreting God through fear, trauma, or disappointment
· Reading God through outcomes instead of nature
Perception:
· Interpreting reality through God’s revealed character in Christ
· Trusting nature over circumstance
This shift is what Scripture calls repentance (metanoia):
a change of mind at the level of perception.

🌳 7. WHY THIS MATTERS FOR EVERY SUBSEQUENT PHASE
If God is perceived as:
· Unsafe → alignment fails
· Conditional → formation becomes anxious
· Controlling → authority is abused
· Distant → application collapses
· Ungenerous → multiplication is resisted
Every later failure traces back here.
This is why Week 2 is non-negotiable.

🌳 8. A HIGH-LEVEL FORMATION PRACTICE
The Christ-Filter Exercise
Take any belief you hold about God and ask:
1. Is this consistent with Jesus’ posture?
2. Is this reinforced or corrected by the Gospels?
3. Does this belief produce peace, trust, and alignment—or fear and striving?
If it fails the Christ-filter, it must be surrendered.

🌳 9. WEEK 2 SUMMARY STATEMENT
You cannot trust a God you do not see accurately.
And you cannot align with a God you secretly fear.
Seeing God accurately is not optional.
It is the gateway to maturity.

END-OF-WEEK REFLECTION
Sit with these slowly.
1. When I think about God looking at me, what do I feel first—peace, pressure, fear, or distance?

2. Which image of God has most governed my decisions:
Taskmaster, Withholder, Unpredictable, or Present Father?

3. How would my obedience change if I trusted God’s nature more than my interpretations?

Closing Prayer
Father,
where my image of You has been shaped by fear, pain, or misunderstanding,
I release it.
I choose to see You as You have revealed Yourself in Christ—
faithful, present, wise, and good.
Heal my perception so my life may align with truth.
Amen.

LOOKING AHEAD — WEEK 3
Next Week: Seeing Myself Accurately
From distorted God-image to distorted self-image—and how sober-minded identity restores authority without pride or shame.
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